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“Enduring Promise”
1 Peter 1:17-23; Acts 2:1-4a, 36-41 April 30, 2017

As a child, I loved Show and Tell.  At a time when 
knowledge is being poured out upon you at a delightful, yet 
dizzying pace, a time when you are struggling to master each 
new skill, to understand each new idea, Show and Tell was a 
chance to bring in something you knew inside and out.  To 
share with your teacher, and your classmates something that 
was precious to you.  Something that revealed a bit of who 
you were.

I loved when it was my turn for Show and Tell.  In Second 
Grade, my teacher, Ms. Woods, let me bring in the puppet 
theater my parents had made for me, and even let me put on 
a puppet show for my class using stick puppets I had made 
myself.

I loved when it was someone else’s turn for Show and 
Tell.  It was fun to see a normally shy classmate light up with 
confident knowledge and passion as she shared her ant farm, 
or to see the tender love and pride in another classmate when 
showing off his new baby sister.  Or the way we all leaned 
in to hear the story of the baseball signed by Hank Aaron.  
I must confess, that often, as we listened to our classmates, 
we wanted their Show and Tell to be our show and tell.  We 
wanted to be farmers of ants, big brothers and sisters, catchers 
of pop flies.

I believe God loves Show and Tell.  The heavens themselves… 
sun and moon and starry sky, tell the glory of God, says the 
Psalmist.   

 The earth itself is busting forth with God’s show and tell… 
see, I am about life, always renewing itself !  See this seed… 
it will grow up to be a watermelon, and this one will grow 
up to make wheat for bread.. and this one will produce one 
hundred juicy red tomatoes… and this one will take root… 
and someday, someday will be a tree, a home for birds, a place 
to climb, shade from the noonday sun.  

I confess, when, we see God’s Show and Tell, we want it to 
be our Show and Tell too.  We want to be glory gushing stars, 
or life producing seeds.

Peter’s Show and Tell:
This was Jesus’ Show and Tell.  He came to shine forth 

God’s glory, to tell of God’s life redeeming love.  Jesus is the 
Show and Tell that God prepared from the beginning of 

time and revealed in a particular time.  Peter and the other 
eleven disciples are just coming to understand the “living 
and enduring Word,” the precious seed that God had planted 
in the center of their lives, the promise that would come to 
define their very identity.  

By the power of the Holy Spirit, these companions of Jesus 
were able to tell what they were just coming to understand 
themselves, in ways that those gathered from all corners of 
the land were able to understand.

Peter showed them Jesus.  This Jesus, a boy from the 
neighborhood, who healed with compassion, taught with 
authority, hung out with sinners, spoke truth to power, 
calmed stormy waters and fed hungry people.

Peter showed them Jesus.  This Jesus, who according to 
God’s plan, was crucified.  This Jesus whose precious blood 
was the price paid to redeem them.

Peter showed them Jesus.  This Jesus, whom God had 
raised… whom God freed from death. This Jesus who sits 
at the right hand of God…   who received from God, the 
promised gift of the Holy Spirit, and has poured out all that 
they were seeing, all that they were hearing on that first day 
of  Church.

Peter’s Show and Tell is Our Show and Tell:
This was Peter’s Show and Tell.  Look at this enduring seed 

he says… it will grow in you, as it is growing in me.
This is our Show and Tell.  It is at once something we know 

in the core of our being and are just coming to understand.  
It is the most precious thing we have and yet, we are unsure 
of how to share it.  It is our very identity, and yet we are 
sometimes afraid to reveal it.

“What are we to do?” asks those first witnesses to Peter’s 
show and tell.  “Repent,” Peter says, “Be baptized every one 
of you in the name of Jesus, so that your sins may be forgiven 
and you too will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  

For this promise, this enduring, new life giving, Spirit filled 
promise is yours.  It is for you.  For your children.  For those 
who are far off.  For all those whom God calls.”

It is in our life together, in the way we wear this name to 
which we have been baptized, this name of Jesus, that is our 
Show and Tell, our witness to the enduring promise that is at 
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the core of our being.  
It is by the Spirit poured out on twelve folks who answered 

God’s call and trusted in God’s promise, that the story was 
shared, until the whole world has been filled with people who 
in a thousand different tongues, call themselves by his name.   
It is by the Spirit poured out on us, that we can show forth 
Jesus and tell his story, to our children, to our classmates, to 
our co-workers, and our neighbors, to those who come in 
our doors and those we meet on the street.  

The Church’s Show and Tell:
The Church and her members love Show and Tell.  In our 

music, God is glorified.  Children sing and bells ring in a song 
that is too big to be held by one voice or even one church.  
In our sanctuary, God’s over-arching love is revealed.  The 
stories Jesus told are on our right and our left.  The glory of 
his reign stands out before us.  The reach of witness spreads 
out in vivid color behind us.

 In a quiet sanctuary on a Saturday morning, a humble 
servant points to the ascending Jesus watching over him, and 
tells the preacher about the great day when Christ will come 
again and even the memory of suffering will be no more.  
A two-year old points out her classroom window, and says 
to her teacher, “Look, there’s Jesus.”  The curious teacher 
follows the trajectory of the pointing finger that has found 
the other side of that glorious window looking out into the 
world, watching over our children and the city beyond.  

Members write letters that remind lawmakers of the 
hungry people in their midst.  Women send packages 
reminding college students they may be far from our doors 
but not from our hearts.  Men meet up over breakfast.  
Women meet up downtown.  Remembering together God’s 
word and encouraging each other for daily disciple living.

When we struggle to share this life giving, life defining 
seed at the core of our being, whether it is because we are not 
yet sure we understand it ourselves, or we are not sure how 
it will be received, or whether it will be welcomed, we might 
instead find ourselves saying… come and see our choir sing!  
I’m going to spend the morning in the garden at church, why 
don’t you come along.  There is a labyrinth at my church, it 
is a good place to be quiet, to find peace.  Let’s have lunch so 
you can tell me about it.  The sermons at my church really 
make me think.  We have a super preschool, your child will 
be safe and happy there. In this way, you will have shown 
them Jesus in ways they can understand.  

You will have shown them Jesus,  Jesus who is a friend 
who listens, a buddy giving blood, a carpenter building a 
ramp, a child teaching with authority, a visitor in a prison, 
a counselor calming fears, a farmer sharing her abundance.

You will have shown them Jesus.  Jesus who gave his life for 
the sake of the world, to redeem us all from our sins.

You will have shown them Jesus.  Jesus, whom God raised, 
whom God freed from death, who sits at God’s right hand, 
and who has poured out upon us all that we see and all that 
we hear.

For each of these… the well-stocked food pantry, the 
booming pipe organ, the partnerships in Africa, the local 
school volunteer, the fun-filled VBS, is not an end to itself, 
they are not our core identity, not what defines any one of us 
or our community. Each voice singing, each bell ringing, each 
smile welcoming, each hand offering, each group studying, 
each preacher preaching  is a witness to that which is most 
precious to us, the imperishable seed that is the enduring and 
life giving Word of God, and the Holy Spirit which binds us 
into one body, bearing witness in a multitude of languages to 
the One whose name we bear.

And some of those gathered in this place… or in other 
places… having heard, will ask, “What shall we do? … And we 
in this place, and others in other places…will say, join us, for 
this enduring promise is for you… and for your children, for 
all who are far away, for everyone whom the Lord has called.  

This is yours to Show and Tell.  Amen.


